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         The Funding Exchange Currently Seeking Activists and 

         Community Leaders for FEX 2012—2014 Grants Panel! 
About the Funding Exchange’s Grant Programs for 2012-2014 
The Funding Exchange (FEX) has embarked on a new grant-making strategy that continues to support the important constituencies that our funds have been involved with throughout our 30-plus-year history, but re-focuses to meet funding needs in the following strategic priorities:
Social Justice Collaboration Grants: Supporting the formation and growth of cross-issue and cross-geography coalitions that create more impact than any one organization can do on its own.

Bold Frontiers Grants: Expanding our reach into areas that have neither a local FEX-affiliated fund nor a strong progressive movement. We are particularly interested in hearing from organizations from Arizona, Texas, Ohio, south Florida and New Jersey.
Innovative Movement Building Grants: Promoting growth and movement building by linking local efforts to national movements. These grants will be made to organizations that are nominated by FEX member funds. 

Grant Decisions are made by a Community-led Grants Panel!

The Funding Exchange uses a unique and distinguished approach to philanthropy, Activist-Advised Grantmaking. This approach directly involves community activists and leaders in philanthropic decision-making. We believe it is crucial to shift the power for grantmaking to the activists who spend their lives on the front line in their communities to effect systemic change. Grantmaking panelists have a broad range of experiences and reflect perspectives shaped by class, race, sexual orientation, and geography, which uniquely inform their decision-making. The panels also provide much-needed space for activists to develop strategic relationships and share best practices and ideas. 

We Want You! 

If you’re an activist or community leader working toward change, not charity, we want you!  This is an opportunity to build your network. You can also continue your political, professional and personal growth as a social justice activist. History has proven this space to be ripe to engage in lively discussions about the current state and future direction of movement work. Plus, you get to learn more about the way philanthropy works. It goes without saying that you get to work with an amazing group of people. But above all, you get the opportunity to use your expertise, your politics and your vision to affect the funding of organizing efforts in communities throughout the U.S.

This is a commitment!

The primary responsibility of panel members is to make a firm commitment to work with staff and fellow panelists to evaluate grant applications and make recommendations for funding. Panelists are required to attend 4-6 grantmaking meetings by phone to select grantees. Stage I: select LOIs for consideration for full proposal (2-3 calls in mid November).  Stage II: evaluate grant proposals and recommend for funding (2-3 calls between November and mid-January). Panelists are expected to read approximately 30-50 grant applications in the two months prior to the final recommendations. In addition, in collaboration with the other panelists, you will review sample work for each of grantees at the annual grants review.  New members of the panel will serve a term of three years, beginning Fall 2011 and ending Summer 2014. Please note: as a panelist, any organization for which you are a board or staff member will not be eligible to receive a grant during the length of your term - plus one year after you've left the funding panel.
So, do you want to apply?

Please submit your résumé and a 1-2 page cover letter. Please address the nine questions from the next page on the form attached or in your cover letter and return to Lucretia John, either by email or fax.  Applications are due October 28, 2011, by 5 pm Eastern.
For more information about applying for the panel, please contact: 
Lucretia John, Program Officer




     lucretia.john@fex.org  |  (212) 529-5300 x320

Funding Exchange  

 

          666 Broadway, Suite 500  |  New York, NY 10012  |  www.fex.org
   

    The Funding Exchange 2012—2014 Activist-Advised 

      Grants Panel Application 

Thank you for your interest in joining the Funding Exchange’s Activist-Advised Grants Panel for the years 2012-2014. Please answer each of the following questions on this form or in your cover letter and return to Lucretia John, either by email (lucretia.john@fex.org) or by fax: 212-982-9272.

1. Name:

2. Organization/Affiliation(s):

3. Our panelists reflect the communities that we fund.  Please list any communities with which you identify. For example, LGBTQI, person of color, disabled person, etc. 

4. Please describe your experience in community organizing among people of color, LGBTQI communities or other marginalized groups.

5. What are the key progressive social justice issues you have worked on?

6. Please describe your experience with multi-issue organizing, or working in cross-issue or cross-geography coalitions.

7.  Please tell us about other organizing, activist, and/or nonprofit experience.
8. Please describe any prior experience you have in evaluating funding proposals.

9. Please tell us about why you would like to join the panel – what you hope to contribute and what you hope to gain.


